DRAFT LETTER TO CONGRESSMAN BECRWOETH

Dear Mr., Congressman:

This is in response to your referral of August 5
forwarding a letter dated August 1, 1963 that you received
from Mrs. James Stoner, Jr., which is returned herewith.

It appears that your correspohdent is requesting your views
on the accommodations provisioh of the civil rights bill
and also ;'your views on the Tecent statement made by Robert
Kennedy that the leaders of and the NAACP in general are not
communist inspired.” 'me Attoraey General's views on these
matters seem to have been amply covered in his recent
appearances before congregs;_m; Committees at which he
testified in support of the Administration's civil rights
bill. Since Mrs. Stoner seemd to be Vinterested in receiving
your personal views, furthet ¢omment from this Department
would seem to be inappropriates '
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The question of what Division
should bhandle this response would
seem to hinge on the question of
what the subject matter should be.

It doesn't appear to me that a dis-
cussion of Communist aspects of the
civil rights movement ig either
advisable or required in answering
Congressman Beckworth's communication. [ -
There is attached a draft along the 2
lines of what we think should be used <3
for a response. In the circumstances
it would appear appropriate that such
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Honorable Lindley Beckwerth

Member of Congres

United States Howse of Representatives
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Congressman Beckwortls

This is In response o your referral of August 5
forwarding a letter dated August 1, 1963 that you received from
wrs. James Stoner, Jr., which is retumned herewith. |t appeass
from your correspondent's letter that she Is requasting your
views on the accommodations provision of the civil rights bill
and olso “your views on the recent statement made by Robert
Kennedy that the leaders of and the NAACP in general ore not
communlst inspired.” The Attorney General's views on these
matters seem fo have been amply covered In his recent appearances
before Congresslonal Committess at which he testified In support
of the Administration's civil rights bill. As Mes. Stoner seers
be Interested in recelving your personal views, further comment
from this Department would seem to be inoppropriate.

Very tnly yours,

Surke Messhell
Amsistant Attormey General
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Memorandum

TO :
FROM :
SUBJECT:

Burre Ma2rshall DATE: Sopt. €&,

Lssistaat Attorney General TEH:1ah
Civil Righkts Division 14;:19y-553
14,272

Jerome K. Heilbromn
Attorney

Telephone Cal: *c Congressran F. Bradfcrd Morse
Concerning Rz21ph W. Allen, IIY, and General Racial
Situation in Americus, Georgia.

AS you regQuestcd, 1 phoncdé Cengreéssman Morse
on September 5, 1963.

Tmmediately prior 1o phoning Congressman
viorse, ¥ phonea Steve Pace, Jr., Solicitor Seneral,
Americus, Georgia, to detcrminc the currcat status
nf the following porsonss ponald Stuart Harris, -
Ralph Waldo Allcn, IIT, John Wwilliam Perdew and
7ev Aelony. all of these mcn have lecn charged
with an attcnpt to incite an insurrection, a non=
bailable, capital offense, in addition to lcss
scrious chargcs, They are all being held at the
prescat time in the county jail at Amcricus, Georgia.
(This is a ncw, zbove average Jjail and is approved
for the purposc of holding fedecral prisoners).
According to Steve Pacc, Jr., Perdew, Allen and
Harris have all had commitmecnt hearings and have
been bound over to the Grand Jury which meets in
November, 1963, A commitment hcaring was scheduled
for Zcv Aclony at 10:20 A. M., Scptember 5, 1963
but Aclony's attormey, C. B. Kine, did not show up
at the appointed timc and the witncsses were relcascd,
when C. B. King did show up, approximatcly 25 minutes
after the time set for the hcaring, a ncw hearing
was set for 10320 A. M., saturday, Septcmbcr 7, 1963,

w~ have had several complaints that persons
other than lawyers hdve not becen able to sece pricsoners
at the Americus, Sumter County jail when they call
upon them, NI. Pace advises me that visitors hours
are at 1300 P. h. on Saturday only, and that to his
knowledge it would be alright for anyone to visit

any prisoner at that time.

Mz, Pace advised that he would be glad to

anyone who might wish to call him. He stated "We
have nothing to hide". 1 explained to him that we
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DEP. ITMENT OF JUSTICE

furnish information concerning the above subject to __ __

i




had had several inquiries from various members of
Congress and that I mizht refer them to him, His
number is 924-9837, Americus, Georgia.

My conversation with Congressman Morse was
very brief. I told him of the current status of
the above mentioned defendants. He mentioned his
conversation with you and wanted me to furmish him
with a written report of whatever informatiomn we
had concerning the above defendants, with special
reference to his constituent, Ralph Allen, IIX.

Y told him we were still investigating some of the
police brutality matters in Americus, but that I
would furnish him with such a written report,
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This Is in resporse fo your referral of August 5 :
forwarding a letter dated August |, 1963 that you recelved from o =
Y. Jornes Stoner, Jr., which is retumed herewith. It appeons - =
from your correspondent’s letter that she Is requesting youwr
views on the accommodations provision of the civil rights bifl 3
and also “your views on the recent statement made by Robert
Kennedy that the leaders of and the NAACP in general are not
communist irspired.” The Attorney General's views on these
matters seem fo have been amply covered In his recent appearonces
before Congressional Committess at which he testified in support
of the Administration's civil rights bill. As Mrs. Stoner seems fo
be Interested In recelving your personal views, further comment
from this Department would ssem o be Inappropriate.

Very trily youss,

Burke Mershell
Ansiston? Attomey Genered
Civil Rights Division




.

20 September 1943

Nomoradble Lindley Beckworth

Nember of Congress

United States Howse of
Representatives

Washington 23S, B. C. - e ,

Dear Congrcol-ais‘

As you requested, s copy of
the letter sent to Senator Monroney
regarding the possibility of
Communist influence in racial
matters is enclosed.

Very truly yours,

Burke Marshall

Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Didsion
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-iihiley Beckworth wands a copy of the

AGs letter on "no communist influence

in civil rights",

Do I send it?




13 Marek 1963

Honoradlie Augustus F. Hawkins
Naaber of Cengress
Washingtsn 28, D, C, ’ T

Dear Congressman:

The Attorney General asked me te respead
to your letter concerning the use of Emmett Ashferd
a8 sa umpire in the major leagues.

1 have endeavored to look inte this matter
1n an informal fashion, but have not been abile
to find snything useful that we could de. Obviously
the matter is not one of official concern to the
Attorney General or the Department of Justice. As
your letter suggests, any help that the Atterney
General could give would have to be en a persenal
basis. Unfertunately, he is not acquainted with
any of the people that you refer te, and is net
acqQuainted at all with Mr, Priek,

Both the Attorney General and I will keep
this in mind {n case seme cccasien sheuld arise
upon which ene of us might say semething usefwl.

Very tzruly yours,

Burke Mazshall
Assistant Atterasy Gemearsl
Civil Rights Divisiea

e



13 Nay 1963

Henorabdle Emanuel Celler

Nenber of Congress o

United States House of Representatives

Washingten as, b. C, .

Dear Congressuan Celler:

Thank you for your letter of May 10th abest
M. John ¥W. Johnsean. I have asked Mr. Dear, the
Pirst Assiatant in the Civil Rights Divisien, te
write Rr, Jehnsea and arraage fer a persenal iater-
view, )

n-«n!i.

Burke Narshall
Assistant Attorney CGenmeral
Civil Righte Divisiea




13 Tay 193

Jobhn ¥. Johusesn, Begulise
1207 Cotusbis Read, Nerthwest
Yashiagten, . C,

Peax Nz. Jehasea:

1 underzotend you are isterssted
4a working for the Civil Rights
Pivisien. If you wiil ¢sil ay secre-
tary sad srrengs feor sa iaterview,

I will ¢ happy teo see you.

Singerely,

JONN DOGAR
Pigst Assistant
Civil Rights Division
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May 10, 1963 Passsmmepiunell

Mr. Burke Marshall

Assistant Attorney General

Civil Rights Division ' -
Departument of Justice '
Washingtom 25, D.C.

Dear Mr. Marshall:

1 sm teking the liberty of enclosing a eopyofﬂn -
letter I have received from Mr. John W. Johnson who seeks
employment as an attorney with the Civil Rights Divisiom.

: Mr. Johnson appears to me to have excellent qualie-
fications, and I commend him to your attention should a
vacancy exist,

Sincerely yours,
Exanuel Celler
Chairmsn
ECide
Eaclosurs .
<

1
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1207 Columbia Roed, N.W,
Washingtom, D. C.
May 8, 196)_

Jomn. Fmsaual Celler o
rhairean, Comrittes on the Judiciary .
washingtoa 25, D. C.

Artention: Xiss Diek )

Desr Sirt e

In writlieg thia letter, I sm respectfully requesting that

1 be granted an sppointment with you to disxcuse my application
fcr empioyxent as an attermey with the United States Department
of Justice, Civil Rignts Division, 1 would appreclele s

jetter of recommendation from you to tne Departzent of Justice.

I shall be happy to submit resumes, documents and any
oti.er materisl or information thst may be required. A brief
outline of my background and jqualificstions is steted belew,

Fersonal Data: Age 28; vorn in Sunuerrieli, Louisianaj
. single; avellable for work that may
require fregusnt traveling. -

Education: Graduate of 2rcwa Hign .School, Springhill,
.~ Loul:tiana; Graduate ef Scuthera University,
Eaton Fouge, louistana, 3. A. Degree; Gracuate of the
doward University School of Law, Washingten, D. C.,
LL.B. Degree (gra.uated in upper ten per ceamt of class).

3ar Membership: Member ef the Louislana State Bar
Assoclation; Member of the Federsl

Bar Assoclstion (Capitol H1ll Chapter).

¢’ -
Present Buployment: I am presently employed by the
- Tnited States Copgrl;ht Office,
Licsrary of Congress (Fhone: Sterling 3- .00, Ext. 253).

¥y prime interest 1s in the tiéld,of constitutiomsl-
lew with particular empnasis in the ares of civil rignte,
]

X




A perscnal interv!ew would ‘permit me to elaborate on =Yy
beckground, qulllﬂcutxon- and oxperleneo. .
I thaak you very kindly fer any ‘assistance that you
‘1« be adle to offer me rognrdin; this matter,
Very. truly yours, :
- OHEN W, JOHNSON -
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Home Set Afire by Bombs,
Mississippi Negro Amrh
LEXINGTON, Miss, May

(UPT)—A Negro civil rights
e Taid that his rural

New Yorker and fteld secretary
of the Student Nonviolent Co-
ordinating Commi

ttee, hindered
. the police at the scene of the
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 ¥rs.. Jemes Stoner

" Gladewater, Texas

1547

The Honoreble Lindley 3eckworth
House of Represcntitives
Washington, D. C.




Rt. 2 Box 26
Gladewater, Texas
August 1, 1963

The Honorsble Lindley Beckwortd R s 4 -
douse of Fepresentitives ‘
w‘ahif"gtoa. Do c. . o ‘ . B

Dear ir. Bgckworth:

Please send rme your views on the recent statement
made by Robert Kennedy thet the leaders of and the
FAACP in general are not communist inspired. How can
he be so certain unless these people are fully investi- :
gated? Also how do you feel about the present acommidittens -
)| b111 endorsed by kr. Kennedy?

Requesting an anseer and thanking you,
Respectively,

M.

Mrs. James Stoner, Jr.

e~ -




Ths attached communicatien
is sent for your eensidamun._
Please investigate the statements
contained therein and forward me
the necessary infomuoa‘tor re=

ply, returning the enclosed corre-
spondence with your answer.

Yours truly,
l- C.
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Honorable Lindley Beckworth

Member of Congress

United States House of Representatives
Washington 25, D. C.

This is in response to your referral of August 5
forwarding a letter dated August |, 1963 that you received from
Mrs. James Stoner, Jr., which is returned herewith. It appears
from your correspondent's letter that she is requesting your
views on the accommodations provision of the civil rights bill -
and also "your views on the recent statement made by Robert
Kennedy that the leaders of and the NAACP in general are not
communist inspired.® The Attorney General's views on these
‘matters seem to have been amply covered in his recent appearances
before Congressional Committees at which he testified in support
of the Administration's civil rights bill. As Mrs. Stoner seems fo
be interested in rec our personal views, further comment
from this Deparmif&ould seem to be Imppmpnoh. }
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Sir:

The attached communication
is sent for your consideratiom.

Please investigate the statements

the necessary information for re-
ply., returning the encleosed corre=
spondence with your answer.

/i-f/ 7" > Yours tm
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contained therein and forward me
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October251963
: -~ 1 <
Toaorabic Georpe Fedd .ston. Jr. '
tisuse of Repr c.,cm.adv..s -
vashlngten,”"De G

Dear Con; ressmaac

The :.aurx:-y Ganaral has referred 1o i o for consld‘.raﬂm
your leust 194 \,\,u...s_r 7, 9).;. portalning 10 152 clsclosure Ly
Senator <2 rococds 0f Covernor George G W 31ing
asa u':;:mr;,-d dis:.l'.zs v *tcxa'x of viorld var It
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Ir.:uiz-,' m:d; of the Veterans Adnuinistration revcezle that
ths Vetorans Administention tebe s the neziddon that its records
il w x..u..ao.... that i has ever “iwn §: ..on .3Li..n from the file
rclaring to Covaradr ..JIL"" 13 Sonator Mierse aad, {urtherniore,

- b

there is no recerd that 5Snator Nioree over revw.st.-d the information.

o i. 507 of Titla 23, Code of Federal Regu=
v 2utho i’ »c dinclosure of information 10
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scniicistrawr, Leputy Ad....:‘dstrsz e, £ ssistam P
A'.r;..x:.i..tmwr. or departmont kead for sercenal
2¢toa,  Shaen thc x'u, uestod informaticats of @

tyo2 v.‘:.ch ray not be furalshed a clalmeant, ihe .
rMomber ol Con*r-ﬂ's bl ail b2 zdvlsed ezt ths
fcfosrmztion is fusnishod to him confic: ’ztiany ia
his o;:i.i capacity and shouid b., €0 LWiviem oF
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Inizrmation of the tyse which may oot Le furnlshed
10 8 clakiaant, a5 sat furth clove, would apazar to be
faforoiadsn tie dsclosuce of which wouid P2 {njurious to
the %.-::!:.:i or zxen al healih of the clalniant, os set forth
ia sectica 3231 of Title 33, Uaited Stztes Code.

In vicw of the foreolas, it is my v _estior that the
fafo-mazilcn which you seek mest be ciizined from the
r::cz'.ms Admlnisuratica or, altereztively, from the Scnatar
who made the disclosure.

IfI cun b2 of help In any oihor coznecilon, ploase do

nog hesfrate to call pgon e, ¢

Siacerely,

f=riert . Nilller, Jr.
Assistant Attorney General
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Hoporable George Huddieston, Jr.
tiouse of Represcatatdves
Yashington, D. G

ear Conzressman:

1 have your further loter of Octoker 23, 1943,
to the Attorecy Cencral, which has now been rcferred
1o me for consideration. I trust you will have rceelived
my letter ia reply to yours of Catoker 7 by this time.
I sinccrely regret the delay in replylag to your carlicr
lotter which was cavsed primerily because your lotter
was miscirectad withia (ha Tepartmant whea it was first
recoived ond, accordinily, ¢id not reach the Criminal
Diviston for some time. '

Sincers .

o ticrkert 1. Milller, Jr.
a . Assistazx suorncy Geaeral

N\




Honorable George Huddlestom, Jr.

. Membex of Congress
United States Bou-. of Representatives
Washingtom, D.

Dear Congressmsns

The Attorney General has asked mg to reply
to your letter of 7 Hovember concerning use by e '
Dr, Martin Luther King, Jr., of an automobile rented e
by a lawyer employed by the Department of Justioce,

It is of course contrary to the Departasnt
regulations for any automobile rented by a Department
exployee to be used for any purpose other than official

business. Accordingly, wvhat happened was eontru-y to
such regulatioms.

Unfortunately, instead of admitting his mistake,
the lawyer involved denied having lent the car to anyone.
All objective checks of his story were consistent with
it. You will zrecall, for example, that the first reports
from state and local officialis were to the effect that
Department of Justice ezployees had driven Dx, King
all around the Stats ofAlabzma, It ocould be
objectively ascertained, and was, that the lawyer in-
volved never left Birminchsm, and that, contrary ¢te
charges at the tims, no oir rented by the Department .
ocould eonceivelly heve been used to tramsport Dr, King )
from Selma te Ecatgomery. '

Accordingly, mwosuaaa-u
the dharges in good faith, '

cct  Records

%-ﬁ"-q » " ;:g-l- L
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~ On the night of Bovenber 5, the lawyer involved
voluntarily admitted that he had not given the Department
the true facts., Without this admission it would
noct have been known, As soon as possible after the
admission wvas made, the Department publicly acknowledged
its error and expressed its regret,

Accordingly, your request for an expression of
regret seems inappropriate.

Very truly yours,

BURKE MAREBHALL
Assistant Attorney Gcnctll
" Civil Rights Division




Mgrch 8, 1063%

The Hesosabie Ress R. Desmets
Govesrner of Nisalssippl
Jeshoon, tississippd

Dear Governes Darsett:

The President has ashed me to roply %o yess
telegean regarding the wee of she Natiens} Oussd
Armogy at Omnfozd, Hissiseippd, ¥y ailitary pesecmnel.

Some Gays pcier te geselpt of your telegras,
the Asay had alceady desided upes & plan fezr s further
seduction of the aunders of militasy pessonnel whieh
age sthll requized to be statiomed is the Oxford viciaity.
This plea sleo Lsvelves the withdrawel of mnitisarsy
personnel both fres the Armosfy send from the alspest
property. I understand that the Army has souw publicly
anseunsed thils plam, which will Se put inte effest in

the sear future.

This. step scconplishes the sequest nole lo
yous telegsanm to the President.

I should 1ike alse te take this eoppertunity
te sepeat that we srfe sloe coupletely ready and williag
te vithdrsw the ailitary pesssanel in the Onford
vicinity. A3l thet $s sequised is fes you and othes
officials of the State to give adequate 0885uradte oy
deed snd wesd that you uwill eseept sad carrsy out e

k.
e
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basic reapemeidility of the 3tate fer mulatainiag

1av sad order at the Univeraity. Obvicusly, wades

the siscumstanses, this iavelves am esceptanse of the
sesponmeibiiity for the persensl safety of James Nevedith
as well as for the safety of pervens and preperty of
other citinens im Rississipyd.

T bhope I cam heanr frea you o8 this. Ve o0~
tinue to be entirely willing st asy tims te dissuas
with you of your representatives, at any plase,
comnsszete stepe you iatend te take which weuld clmuto
the ncecanity fer maintasiniang & federal nilitasy fesoe
at Oxfecd.

Vesy tsuly yours,

Attormey Cenersl

gasilastit
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STATE OF MISS IS8 iPPI
EatCUT ' vE DLPARTMNLNY
JACTHB N

March 19, 1963 8

The Honorsbls Robert Kennedy
Office of the Attornsy GCemersl
Vashington, D, C.

My dear Cenersl Fannedy:

This scknowledges receipt of your letter ef March 8§,
1963, vhich is in reply to my telegram to the Presideat
relative to withdrawal of milftary personnal from the Armery
located im Oxford, Mississippi. 1 am proud that the necessary
is baing done so that the Armory msay be returned to the Quard
Uait located in Oxford,

Under the provisions of Ssctiom 213-A of the Comstitue
tion of the State of Miszissippi, the Board of Trustess eof
Institutions of Nigher learning has the full control amd
management of state institutions of higher lsamming.

P

Any question involving the policing of the Dniversity .

of Mlasissippi would be solely withia the jurhdictien of
this Board,

Very truly yours,

oAU arctt




sending Nr. Anse®
epplicatien. Ve will see if we camnet
sove ahead on it. I will et you kaew,

Nest regards,

'

' Berke Narshailt
V 4

[Incoming tetter semt to Nick Katseadash)
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B. Marshall - Room 1145

Honozadble Joha 8. Casey
. Mesbez, Nouse of Represestatives
State of Alabams . .

Box Ne. 388 | -
Heflin, Alsbame ‘

Deasr Representative Casey:

1 heve your letter of Septeamber 19,
which was of cousse writtes before the Presideat
met with the reprasentatives of the ¢ity of Birsinghan,
and with s group of white ministers from there,
This was in accordance with our continuing policy te
consult white leadesship, as vwell as others, asbout these
problems, and to make every effort to see if they cammot
be resolved voluntarily snd locslly, withosut fedeszal
sction of any sort,

But there is nothing wve cam do to make the

prodblems disappear., It is not s questien of votes, This

is s nationsl problem on which we must nake progrees, IS
cannot be made to go away by sending tzoopers te

close schools, or by s Governmor establishing s police
state, or by policies of tepression,

I have repeatedly and publically etated that
couzt orders should ds respected and obeyed by averyoms,
Dz. King ss well as Governor Wallsee,

It seems to me accordingly, that your letter
is based on demomstrably erromeous preaises of faects, I
hope you will resxanine your conclusions oa that bdasis,
Vesy tsuly 106:..

Attezmey Gesersl




S

P.S. It might slso be remembered, Nz, Casey, that
both the President and I have met with the
Governor on this matter -- and personally I
have talked and conferred with white business
‘and politicsl leaders ia Birmingham many, many
nore times then I have met with leaders of
the Negro community, For reasons that the
tenor of your letter makes obvious, these
white officials do not wish to make such conferemces
pudblic, N
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
MONTCGOMERY. ALABAMA
September 19, 1963

Honorable Roitert F. Kennedy
United States Attcrney General
Justice Derartment

Wwashington, D. C.

I P R . - e -

Dear Hr.vkennedy:

I had occasion t~ view your apjearance today
on the N3C news "Today™ program. Some of your remarks inte-

rested me mcre tnan usual and prompted this letter. I do

hupe that someway this letter will be brought to your per-

- sona. attention.

First, in regard to the Birmingham situation,
may I say at the dutset that I deeply deplore the church
bombing and other recent events that have transpired there.

'~ The Average Alabamian and the image of our beloved state are

being desecrated by the actions of a few degenerates and I
would not be surprised to learn that some of these are mem-
bers of the Negro race. Perhaps your remarks about the com-
munication between the races there are true in many respects.
I thought at the time, and it is my opinion, that your remarks
wre those of a hyprocrite, I ask you what ﬁave you or any
member of this aiministration done toward opening the lines

of communication between Washington and the white citizens of
Alabama? It seems that certain Negroes from Alabama and the
South have a key to the White House while the officials of
this state cannst get a h:uaring. Is this your pulilcy to hear
one side of the story? Is it the policy of this administration
to condemn without a hearing? I get the impression that your
actions and the policy of this administration is not a sincere
design or effort to aid the Negro as a race, but that every
action and every statement appears to be carefully designed by
purely political motivations. If you are sincerely interested
in the civil rights problems in Alabama-and the South, whg not
consult white business and political‘leaders to discuss the
matter? None of these people have been invited to the White
House for discussicns to my knowledge. The white people of
the South deeply resent your one-sided efforts in this field
and 1 believe they have just cause to do so. If you and this
administration are genuinely interested in the rights of
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minority groups, why not give some consideration to the law-
abiding white southener? This is currently the most per-
secuted minority in the world.

' Second, you state that the violence in Birm-
ingham is directly attributable to the actions of Governor
Wallace. May I say that I did not support the Covernor in
his election efforts for many reasons. However, I do support
him whenever I believe he is right. Such remarks by you are
pure hyrec~risy, rowhere has Mr. Wallace ever - ndoned or en-
couraged violence. Had he not been present and taker. the pre-
cautions he did st the University of Alabama in June the _
occurances there would have made the University of Hississigpi
riots look like a church picnic. I did not support Mr. Wallace's
“schoolhouse door" stand, but I do concede that he had every
right as a citizen and perheps a duty as governor of this state
tc test any law or court decision to the fullest extent in the
courts of this land. Why were your remarks today pure hypdcrisy?
Martin Luther King's philosophy is to bmak any law which he
believes to be wrong and he has the full support and encourage-
ment of the Kennedy Administration and also ready access to

the White House at his will. You cannot Justly criticize
Governor Wallace on the one hand and condone the same action

by someone else on the other.

~

May I say in closing that I gave my whole
hearted support to President Kennedy in 1960. I served as
county finance chairman and aided in raising funds for the

‘national party and for the Alabama campaign. I have tried in

every way to be objective with the national administration and
the tremendous civil rights problem that it faces. However I
don't think it's asking too much for the same consideration
from the administration. I hope that by your actions, which I
don't be..eve are sincere, you and this administration have
Secured ever Negro vote in this country and by the same token
I hope you lose ever white vote. I believe that the best
answer to the immediate problem is the retirement of the
Kennedy Administration in 1964. .

Yours very truly,

L,
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Honorable Robert F. Kennedy N\ y/
United States Attorney General -%ﬁhb 'Eﬁﬁw
Justice Department BNEY GEREZ
Washington, D. C. -

Dear Mr. Kennedy:

' I had occasion to view your appearance today
on the NBC news "Today” program. Some of your remarks inte-
rested me more than usual and prompted this letter. I do
hope that someway this letter will be brought to your per-
sonal attention,

First, in regard to the Birmingham situation,
mey I say at the outset that I deeply deplore the church -
bombing and other recent events that heve transpired there.
The Average Alabamian and the image of our beloved state are
being desecrated by the actions of a few degenerates and I
would not be surprised to learn that some of these are mem-
bers of the Negro race. Perhaﬁs your remarks about the com~
munication between the races there are true in many respects.
I thought at the time, and it is my opinion, that your remarks
wre those of a hyprocrite, I ask you what have you or_any
member of this administration done toward opening the lines
of communication between Washington and the white citizens of
Alabama? It seems that certain Negroes from Alabama and the
South have a key to the White House while the officials of
this state cannot get a hearing. Is this your policy to hear
one side of the story? Is it the policy of this administration
to condemn without a hearing? I get the impression that your
actions and the policy of this administration is not a sincere
design or effort to aid the Negro as a race, but that every
action and every statement appears to be carefully designed by
purely political motivations. If you are sincerely interested
in the civil rights problems in Alabama and the South, whg not
consult white business and political leaders to discuss the
matter? None of these people have been invited to the White
House for discussions to my knowledge. The white people of
the South deeply resent your one-sided efforts in this field
and I believe they have just cause to do so. If you and this
administration are genuinely interested in the rights of
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For the attention of Burke Marshall
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REMARKS: He got madder a

however,

RK

nd madder as he wrote
this letter. Ithiok it is worth a reply
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Hosersble John . Casey

Resber, Bewse of Representatives
sState of Alsbame

Sox Ne. a8

Seflia, Alsbeme

Dear Rapreseatstive Cseey:

f have yosz letter of September 19,
which was of coucss written befors the Presideat
met with the representstives of the city of Birsinghes,
snd with s group of white ainisters fros there,
This wes im sccordance with our coatisuing policy te
comsult white lesdership, ss well as othezs, sdbout these
problems, snd to mske every. effort to see if they cemaoct
be resolved voluntszily and locally, without federsl

sction of any sort.

But there is mothing we cam do to make the
probless dissppees. It is not & question of votes. This
is s aational problen on which we must make progress. It
casaet de made te go awsy by seadiag troopers to
close schools, oz by a Goveraor establishing s police
state, or by pelicies of repressioa,

1 have repeatedly snd publically stated that
court orders sheuld be respected sad obeyed by evezyeas,
Ogz. King a5 well a8 Geveramesr Wallace.

It csems to me sccerdingly, that your letters
is based on demoastradly ergoagous prenises of fects, I
hope you will zoexaning yous cenclusions oa that Sasis.

. ) “'UUILRT ¥ 'Y
R . . Eu'nm
Attorsey Geseral
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.5, It might also be remembered, Nr, Cassy, that

both the President and I have met with the

Governor on this satter -- and personslily I

have talked and conferred with white dusiness

and political lesders in Birmingham many, many

more times than I have met with leaders of

the Negro community. For ressons that the

temor of your letter maskes obviouws, these

white officials 4o mot wish to mske such conferences

pubdblie,

x




Honorable William Wallace Barrom

Governor of the Stats of West
virginia

Executive Mansion

Charleston, West Virginia

Dagr Governorxs

The Attorney General appreciated your
letter. I 40 not know whether your meeting will be
cancelled in view of the President's dsath. In any
event, I am enclosing eight copies of a memorandum
prepared here following our discussion with the
Attorney General last weekx. I sam at your service if

there is any way I can be of assistance.
Burke Marshall

Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division

Very truly yours,




November 20, 1963
“Contenniel Yoar”

The Attorney Generel
-~ Washington, D. C.

Dear Ms. Attomney Genessls
At the opening sesion of the National Govemors’ Conference held

in July, 1963, @t Miami Beach, Florida, @ motion was made that would have required
- unanimity of the Conference for the edaption of @ resalution on Civil Rights. Govemer

e Rockefeller proposed @ cloturs of @ two-thirds vote on the motion. The pocliomentery
maneuvering resulted in the ebolition of the Resolutions Committee end the Civil Rights
g metter was @voided In the form of o resslution. in liey thereof, the Conference directed
o that the entire motter of Civil Rights be made e top priority subject for the consideration
by the newly-elected Exscutive Committes.

¥ .

| At the first mesting of the Executive Committes, composed of myself,

R Govemor John Anderson, Jr., of Kaneas, Chairman, Govemor Frank G. Clement,

T Tennessee, Govmrﬂdde.thNmey,Govm.bhnA.bn,
Colorady, Govemor John H. Reed, Maine, Gevemor James A. Rhodes, Ohle,

e Govemor Albert D, Resellini, Washington, end Gevemor Matthew E. Welsh, indione,
the Committes agreed fo work foward @ firm end ressoncble recommendation 1o be
o presented ot the next Annual Mesting of the Govemors' Conforence in Junae, 1964,
T“’ It is my foaling thot the Executive Committes should predicate and
. fashion its appreech e the entire matter of Civil Rights In such way thet it will cohere
=~ ond blend with the thirking ef the President and you. The Executive Committes will
& mee? aain et Miami Begch on December 2, (963, o which time some concept of
e direction should be formuieted, followed by @ steffing end timely repert of progres

- made 0 you.

The Honoreble Robert Kennedy S T T

-
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Becouse there is not gt this time any indication of what may come ot

'ﬂﬁc&nhm«bynyofmluﬂmadluﬂuofhmww e - "‘
Conference preceding the Republicen end Democratic Nationol Canventions, it is i
of vitcl concem that thers be an identification of approach by the Exscutive Committes P 1
ond the National Administration, 1o insure hermony end accord. :
tnmediately following the December 2, 1963, meeting, | will send you
& complete report, and request that our respective stoffs meet and work out plans far fhe
next mesting. If such @ plon meets with your epproval, | would suggest that other X
faithfid Democratic members be odvised of the epprooch and thelr siaff members be
invited 10 attend the moeting. e ¥
Sincerely, _ '
WilLAM WATTACE BARRON |
GOVERNOR ¥

cc: Honoreble Burke Marshell




